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SUBJECT: 62ND ECOSOC: U.S. CANDIDACY FOR RE-ELECTION TO 
THE COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

REF: STATE 097887 

1 . ON RECEIPT REFTEL, EMBASSY DISPATCHED NOTE REQUESTING 
GOP SUPPORT TO DFA. 

2. IN FOLLOW-UP CONVERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR VERCELES 
(ASSISTANT SECRETARY IO-DFA) MAY 3, EMBOFF MADE POINTS 
CONTAINED PARA 5, REFTEL. VERCELES SAID HE COULD PROMISE 
GOP SUPPORT IMMEDIATELY IF U.S. AGREED TO SUPPORT GOP 
CANDIDACY. HE NOTED GOP HAD NOT BEEN MEMBER OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
COMMISSION FOR SOME TIME. VERCELES SAID HIS REQUEST STANDARD 
UN PRACTICE OF "YOU SCRATCH MY BACK, I'LL SCRATCH YOURS." 
EMBOFF INDICATED HE WOULD REPORT THIS REQUEST TO DEPARTMENT, 
BUT POINTED OUT TRADITION OF PERMANENT MEMBERS OF SECURITY 
COUNCIL SERVING ON ECOSOC AND ITS SUBSIDIARY BODIES, 

AS WELL AS U.S. PRACTICE OF SUPPORTING CANDIDATES AGREED UPON 
BY THEIR REGION. 
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3. REQUEST GUIDANCE ON WHICH TO BASE REPLY TO VERCELES. 

FROM PARA 1, REFTEL, IT APPEARS CURRENT VACANCIES ARE 
WEO SEATS AND THAT IF GOP PROPOSES TO BE A CANDIDATE IT 
WOULD BE FOR ONE OF THREE WEO SEATS. 
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